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What are second conditionals? 

The second conditional is a type of conditional sentence used to describe an unlikely or impossible 

hypothetical situation in the present or future. The second conditional is often used in everyday 

conversation to talk about unrealistic or hypothetical situations, to express wishes or regrets, or to make 

suggestions in a polite way. 

Structure: 

We have two clauses in conditionals; an “If clause” and a “Main clause”. The “If clause” includes “if” and the 

main clause includes a modal verb in general but we can use alternatives instead of both “if” and “modal 

verbs”. For second conditionals, we use past simple in the if clause and would/could/should plus a base 

form in the main clause: 

[If + Past Simple tense], [Would/Could/Should + Base form of Verb] 

Examples 

1. If I had more money, I would travel the world. 

2. If you studied harder, you would get better grades. 

3. If it rained tomorrow, we would stay indoors. 

4. If I won the lottery, I would buy a big house. 

5. If you called me, I would answer right away. 

Modal verbs meaning in Conditional II 

 If I had $75, I would buy that webcam. 

o It is unlikely that the speaker will buy that webcam. But it is certain that if he had $75 he 

would absolutely buy that bag. 

 If I had $75, I could buy that webcam. 

o There is a possibility that he would be able to buy the webcam if he had $75. 

 If I had $75, I might buy that webcam. 

o It is not certain that the speaker would buy that webcam even if he had $75. 

 If I were you, I should buy that webcam. 

o It is a suggestion. It means that we suggest the speaker to buy that webcam. 

The meaning varies based on the modal verb. 
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Where should I use the comma? 

If you start your sentence with the if clause, you should use “comma” after the if clause and before the 

main clause – Just like this sentence. 

But you don’t need to use “comma” if you start your sentence with the main clause – just like this 

sentence. 

“To Be” verb in conditional II 

I - You – We –They Were 

She – He – It Were 

Note: In second conditionals, we use “were” for all subjects. The reason is to make it more hypothetical. 

If I was rich, I could buy a Bugatti.  => If I were rich, I could buy a Bugatti. 

First Conditionals vs. Second Conditionals 

The main difference between the first conditional and the second conditional is the level of probability 

or likelihood of the event or situation being described. 

The first conditional is used to describe a possible future event or situation that is likely to happen, given 

a certain condition. It is often used to make plans, predictions, or warnings. 

On the other hand, the second conditional is used to describe an unlikely, hypothetical, or impossible 

situation in the present or future. It is often used to express a wish or to make a suggestion in an indirect 

way. 

Advanced Tip 

 The if clause in the second conditional is always in the past simple tense. In this case, the past tense 

does not indicate the past time. Rather, it indicates distance from reality. 

 Use inversion for emphasis: Employ inversion to emphasize the condition in the if-clause, such as 

"Were I you" which means “If I were you” to add sophistication to your second conditional 

sentences. 
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Examples 

1. If I had a million dollars, I would buy a yacht. 

2. If I were you, I would take a break and relax. 

3. If it snowed tomorrow, we would build a snowman. 

4. If she studied harder, she would pass the exam. 

5. If they won the lottery, they would travel the world. 

6. If I had more time, I would learn to play the guitar. 

7. If it rained, we would stay indoors and watch movies. 

8. If he had wings, he would fly to the top of the mountain. 

9. If you came to the party, we would have a great time. 

10. If I had a magic wand, I would grant everyone's wishes. 

11. If it were sunny, we would go to the beach. 

12. If they invited me, I would gladly join them. 

13. If she had a car, she would drive to work. 

14. If I lived closer, I would visit you more often. 

15. If he had the recipe, he would bake a delicious cake. 

16. If it were colder, we would wear warmer clothes. 

17. If they called me, I would answer right away. 

18. If I had superpowers, I would save the world. 

19. If it were quieter, I could concentrate better. 

20. If you needed help, I would be there for you. 

21. Should you encounter any difficulties, I would be happy to assist you. 

22. Were I in your position, I would make the same decision. 


